Cardiovascular risk can be represented by scaled rectangle diagrams.
To show how levels of cardiovascular disease (CVD) risk and occurrence of CVD can be graphically represented. Methodological and using graphics to illustrate CVD risk prediction. Uses data on CVD risk and outcomes in three studies from New Zealand, China, and Scotland with levels of risk determined by multivariate risk scores. The diagrams clearly show that risk levels and actual CVD occurrence do not often occur together, many individuals at high risk do not experience a CVD event and conversely, many CVD events do not occur in the labeled high risk. Scaled rectangles can easily be formed to show how modeled predicted risk levels and actual occurrence of CVD coincide. Poor discrimination is well illustrated.